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Under President Rafael Callejas' 1992 budget plan submitted to the national congress for debate and
approval, budget cuts are requested for education, health, and the Universidad Nacional Autonoma
de Honduras, among other government divisions. Under Honduran law, the national university is
to receive no less than 6% of state revenues. The president did not request a budget reduction for
the military. Health Minister Cesar Castellanos and president of the congress, Rodolfo Irias, agreed
that if any budget line is increased, it should be health. Castellanos asserted that a budget cut at this
time is "contradictory," since investment in several programs is essential, including $2 million for
a cholera prevention campaign. Hector Hernandez, president of the Unified Honduran Workers
Federation (FUTH), said the Callejas administration has adopted an attitude of "servility" vis-avis the armed forces. He described the military as an "unproductive" institution. Marcial Reyes,
secretary of the National Campesino Union (UNC), said there is no justification for maintaining
troop strength of 27,000. Honduras, he added, is not facing threats of aggression from neighboring
countries. Neptaly Garcia, vice president of the Honduras Workers Confederation, said "the
sacrifice demanded by President Callejas from Honduras to overcome the economic crisis must
include the military." Treasury Minister Benjamin Villanueva justified the $50 million requested
for the military in 1992 because the armed forces must purchase imported equipment and other
materials, which requires dollars. Moreover, he said, the military budget was not increased in 1991.
In addition to appropriations from the national government, the military is also funded via $20
million of US military aid. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 04/18/91)
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